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As the Geneva Agreement, authored by Yossi Beilin and Yasser Abed Rabbo, receives international attention with a closer look into the details of the two-state solution for the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, an interesting parallel discussion is being raised in Jewish circles, part of which involved overcoming the taboo of discussing a Palestinian-Israeli democratic state replacing Israel as a Jewish one, and the other part addressing the roots of hatred against Jews across the world and whether anti-Semitism was sheer racism or whether one of its major causes was Israel's policies. 

At the same time, another form of national debate is taking place among Jews inside and outside Israel. This debate mainly revolves around the argument that if the two-state solution proves to be unfeasible, and the bi-national state solution proves likewise, then the only choice left if the single-nation state, unthreatened by demographic or democratic expectations, a state which interest would lie in being purely Jewish, free from any Palestinian.

Snapping out of stagnation and having enough with just watching the Palestinian-Israeli tragedy is a good thing. The ongoing debates taking place in Arab, Israeli, and Palestinian circles could bring something new and unusual to the Arab-Israeli file. There is some hope in having a last-minute negotiated peace settlement. But the feeling of pessimism is stronger considering the disappointments of previous peace initiatives, and considering that the public opinion just view them as scams that have deceived optimism.

Innovative solutions become mere fads when their bright promises clash with the reality of the Middle East. 

The agreement that was negotiated by Beilin and Abed Rabbo, and which calls for the creation of state states, could avoid meeting the same fate if it sees the creation of the first Israeli-Palestinian party that has a clear agenda defeating extremists.

The burden falls on the Palestinian and Israeli people, since both have avoided making clear-cut choices. At tomes, they claim to want the two-state solution and others they help the extremist currents that staunchly oppose such solution.

It's not the content of the Geneva agreement that matters. What's important is that it defies the Palestinian and Israeli peoples and challenges them to clarify their real positions regarding the two-state solution.

Details of the document's content are fraught with dangerous assumptions; the most important suggests that 6.3 million Palestinian refugees relinquish their right of return whereas it gives 75 percent of the Israeli settlers the right to remain on Palestinian land under Israeli protection. Should the Palestinians agree to revoke their right, then the least they would have expected would have been canceling the right of settlers to remain in the settlements. Such a formula is only one of the great mistakes of the Geneva document.

Despite all this, this agreement puts to the test those Palestinians and Israelis who claim to be in favor of the two-state solution. It is not clear whether these are a minority or a majority, for they often have a lot to say but their actions contradict their claims.

Those opposed to this solution are the radicals in both camps: the Israeli government led by Ariel Sharon and the Palestinian groups that refuse the creation of a Palestinian state along the 1967 borders. Both groups oppose the Geneva agreement, and neither has come up with an alternative solution.

The so-called moderates are divided into groups, which include those who were fed up with the promises of peaceful settlement, starting with those of Madrid and Oslo, to Bill Clinton's efforts at Camp David to the Taba negotiations, and now Roadmap and the unofficial Geneva document. At this point in time specifically, the two-state solution seems to be a mere deception to many. Hope and trust in such a solution are vanishing, thus reinforcing the fear.

It is not clear how many Israelis oppose the transfer option, which would mean banishing the Palestinians to guarantee the continuation of Israel as a Jewish state. Clearly, the transfer solution is logically the third solution that those opposed to the two-state and the bi-national state solutions have in mind.

When the Arabs talk amongst themselves, their speech is not less hateful towards the Jews than the Jews' talk is about the Palestinians and the Arabs. There is an implicit conviction that Israel will disappear one way or another, be it demographically or in reclusion or simply by magic. There are also those who are staunchly opposed to peaceful negotiations, because they view this as a way of rescuing Sharon, protecting the Israelis and Jews from the world's feelings of hostility resulting form Israel's repressive policies. There also those who are convinced that the suicide operations alone will yield results, and not negotiations. Despite this, there are also Arabs and Jews who are yearning for ending this conflict that has taken their past and future hostage and has turned them into abnormal beings.

Lately, the number of Jewish intellectuals and academics and former Israeli officials who have broken the silence has increased. They have publicly started searching for what was once unfathomable. This taboo is the possibility or the need to replace the Jewish state with one bi-national state.

Prior to this, from the Palestinian camp, the late Edward Said had been arguing the cause of the bi-national solution for years and years, and had continuously objected the two-state solution. Recently, a number of Arabs wrote that the latter had expired after its failure had been proven. They also argue that the only peaceful solution is that of a democratic bi-national state, considering the third option as one of destruction and death.

Last month, in the New York Times, Edward Rostein wrote a summary of major Jewish positions on the issue of bi-national state.

He referred to a notorious historian who had written in the New York Review of Books that the time had come to think about what is supposedly forbidden, and suggested that there was no room in the world today for a Jewish state. His article pushed a number of American university professors cancel their subscriptions. But still, he was praised by the Israeli historian Amos Ayalon. A large number of Israelis agreed to this.

There are certainly some who entirely oppose this and view it as an aggression against the existence of Israel, but the change in the world public opinion, which is becoming more and more pro-Palestinian and anti-Israeli has created restlessness… as well as dialogue and disagreement.

Another group believes that 'changing the image' is enough to curb what it views as a temporary Palestinian victory in the 'war of impressions.' Another group believes that the time has come for the American Jews to cease their blind support of any Israeli policy, because that is only leading to the defeat of Israel. Others still latch on to enabling Israel carry out the third solution, or the transfer, while a group believes firmly in reviving the two-state solution, and yet others are decided that there can be no solution other than the bi-national state.

The common factor between the advocates of the two-state solution and the bi-national state is the peaceful solution and cohabitation. And in this, they are totally opposed to the third option. But apart from this, the two solutions clearly contradict each other.

What the former Israeli Minister of Justice, Yossi Beilin and the former Palestinian Minister of Information Yasser Abed Rabbo should achieve, thus marking a breakthrough, is form a Palestinian-Israeli party that carries a solution program for both states.

The Palestinian, Israeli and American public opinion needs to understand that the three peoples are set to pay the price if the third option is allowed to become a reality. And it will, if the opposition to it does not turn into a serious and organized opposition.
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