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The American people deserve self-congratulation and congratulations by others for electing Barack Hussein Obama, the young black man, as the 44th president of the US. The Americans have defeated a racism which they believed may override democracy. They have defeated racism with the weapon of democracy. They have astonished the world and themselves on that historic and emotional night when tears streamed and the young danced to the melodies of their victory over bigotry and obsolete political traditions. They have offered themselves the gift of change and the world the gift of surprise. They have proved that they want to re-embrace the world rather than fight with it. They have communicated a passionately welcoming message, one that underscores their willingness to engage with the world and their eagerness to retrieve respect and prestige for the US. This is what they expect. They expect the world to stop loathing everything American for different or real reasons; they expect the world to take notice of the American readiness to set new bases for partnerships and collective multilateral actions. They are aware that the transformation was driven by fear of the American economic crisis and discontent with the president who has implicated the US in the costly war of Iraq. However, they expect the rest of the world to respond to this transformation. The Americans have brandished the slogan of change but they do not claim exclusive responsibility for it. The keys to change are undefined and its limits unknown. Hence, expectations about change may lead to disappointment if those concerned with change do not pay attention to those elements. Now is the time to celebrate the achievements of democracy. Soon, very soon, however, the type of  upcoming government will come under scrutiny. Tangible contributions will be expected, and it may not be long before disputes and disappointments surface. Perhaps Obama may succeed in inspiring the world to join the path of change with the weapon of conviction, the possible, and persistence.

Luck was certainly on Obama's side, but so were determination, hard work, and good management which led him to the White House. Luck came with the economic crisis at a time that crowned the dream of this young man born to a black man and a white woman, raised at the hands of his grandmother and grandfather between Indonesia, Hawaii, New York and Boston, where he earned his degrees from the most prestigious universities of Columbia and Harvard, then Chicago where he planted the seeds of his political future. His overwhelming self-confidence eliminated any fears about his unusual name, allowing him to set what others believed was an impossible goal. But from the very beginning, he was confident about his capacity to get there at an incredible speed. Those close to Obama are mostly friends from the Harvard days where he earned a degree in law, and also friends from Chicago which became his American "city" although he was not born there.

One of his most important companions and the man behind his strategy, a man who played an extremely important role in carrying him to the White House, is Rahm Emmanuel whom Barack Obama offered the very significant post of chief of staff. Rahm Emmanuel is a Democratic Congressman from Chicago. A former head of the democratic congressional campaign in 2006, he ranks as the fourth Democrat in Congress. He was born in Chicago; his father Benjamin, born in Jerusalem, was a pediatrician, while his paternal grandfather was a member of the terrorist Zionist movement, Argon. During the First Gulf War in 1991, Rahm Emmanuel volunteered as a civilian to serve at a military base in Israel. A key player who carried Obama to the Senate was Chicago mayor Richard Daley who also has close ties with Rahm Emmanuel, having offered him support, advice and expertise at a time when Emmanuel was renowned for effective fund raising. Currently, Rahm Emmanuel is known for his leadership in Congress, for his political strategies, and for his ability to raise exorbitant funds. He is an investment banker with close ties to Wall Street; his successful fund raising campaigns were even attributed to his political contacts and ties. In his opinion, economic policies will dominate Barack Obama's term, at least at the beginning. Rahm Emmanuel is just an example of the personal and political ties with individuals who may play significant roles in the next administration. 

The Treasury Secretary will be another major appointment. The names considered for this post include Larry Summers who had held this post under Bill Clinton, his deputy Timothy Geithner, and Robert Rubin. Obama may even decide to keep current Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson, who, according to a few, helped carry Obama to the presidency because he could not - or chose not to - make any effort to prevent the collapse of Lehman Brothers, a key event in the economic crisis.

For the post of defense secretary, there is growing talk about keeping current Defense Secretary Robert Gates for reasons that have to do with Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as with Obama's commitments to include both Republicans and Democrats in his cabinet. There is also mentioning of Republican Senator Chuck Hagel as a replacement for Gates.

The State Department is also significant. Among the candidates are former presidential candidate Democrat John Kerry, Republican Senator Richard Lugar, and New Mexico governor, Bill Richardson. Among the names mentioned for national security advisor are Susan Rice and Gregory Craig. Samuel Nunn's name has been mentioned for several posts. The speculation about names will dominate in the coming days and weeks when the new administration will be formed to take office after January 20th, the date of Obama's inauguration as the US president and Joe Biden as his vice president.

Remarkably, polls conducted during the elections showed that the economy was the leading issue of concern for 63% of Americans; whereas Iraq claimed no more than 10% as did terrorism. These important indicators probably highlight the priorities of Obama's administration. At first, the Obama campaign seemed to focus on the Iraq issue as a means to build on the anger and dissatisfaction of Americans at the ruling Republican administration which had brought the war. However, once the economic crisis played in Obama's favor - as it became the center of obsession for Americans - Iraq and terrorism took a backseat among voters. In the eyes of some, this may be a stroke of luck. Had a terrorist attack occurred in the US and had national security been the theme of the election rather than economy, John McCain would have claimed the presidency instead of Obama. McCain made several consecutive errors, the gravest of which was picking Sarah Palin as his running mate. One of his most prominent errors was allowing the neo-conservatives to return to the forefront even though they have implicated the US in the Iraqi war for elusive purposes.

Today, the Republican Party is disorganized, baseless, and dispirited with no vitality. This is also the outcome of the neo-conservative deeds and their assaults on conventional conservatives in the Republican Party. Democrats now claim the majority in the Congress which means that both the legislative and executive powers in the US are now in the hands of the same party. This is not a positive development. In fact, it can be scary if accountability and transparency are missing. To some, the domination by the Democrats gauges the shift in the US from center right to center left. Some believe that Barack Obama's potential socialist drive will rest on the "nationalization" that started in some banking sectors. To many in America and across the world, he is a mysterious man. One claims that he will be another Ronald Reagan, in reference to the former US president who carried the US from economic crisis to stability and economic prosperity. Another claims that he will be Michael Gorbachev who destroyed the Soviet Union in the name of opening up to capitalism.

All eyes are on Obama to see what he intends to do with his victory and what he will do with the youth movement that earned him fame, influence and followers, while turning him into a global phenomenon. The man's magic and leading personality breathed life into a generation of youth and attracted it to participate in the making of history. Obama became a source of inspiration for this generation; he turned his competition with McCain into a choice between a man taking his last steps in his political career and a young man at the beginning of his career with his leadership and political aspirations. This is how leaders are made, with inspiration, magic, and suggestion; by mobilizing the enthusiasm and loyalty of new generations. Barack Obama reassured the youth who dispelled the fears of the elderly. He told them: Believe in your abilities. They did, and they renewed their faith in their capacity to effect change.

Since America is entering a new stage with a new generation, it may be forging a new order. This brings Obama under scrutiny, the scrutiny of the youth who will call him to account with the new language they speak with him. On his shoulders, he bears new burdens: the burden of maintaining the pride of young Americans in an historic achievement; the burden of building the change that he promised; and the burden of maintaining the legacy, the right to dream of a new dawn.

Whatever analysis conventionalists in the US and all over the world make, and regardless of whether the naïve bet on traditional equations for relations with the next administration, nothing will be guaranteed in the Obama era. This is a youth movement of a different category, headed by a mysterious man who could keep his composure and hold back a tear that almost rolled down his face on the night of his victory that made history. He is aware that this is the beginning of a new identity for the US, one that he was assigned to forge by an extraordinarily intelligent, knowledgeable and informed generation, a generation that speaks the language of silence as it communicates electronically, a generation that ended the silence when Barack Obama addressed it articulately with eloquence, suggestion and inspiration to engage it in the promised historic journey. Barack Obama asked for this responsibility and got it.
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