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In a few days, the era of non-punishment for using political assassinations as a means to gain influence and power in the Arab region will come to an end. In only a number of hours, the United Nations Security Council will register a precedent that will cause everyone implicated in terrorist crimes related to Lebanon in the last two years to tremble. At the head of these crimes is the assassination of former Prime Minister Rafiq al-Hariri and his comrades. No deals will be able to neutralize or protect the top criminals, whether they are at the head of security organizations, political authorities, or militias. There will be no escape from trials for crimes against humanity. The court has arrived, despite the efforts by all those who have fought against it and who are trying to destroy Lebanon to frighten those who seek to create this court. The Security Council is preparing to adopt a decision under Article Seven of the UN Charter after the Speaker of Parliament, Nabih Berri, refused to open the legislature’s doors to conclude a treaty to create this court, which was endorsed by the Lebanese Government, along with the General Secretariat of the UN, and was approved by the Security Council. 

The investigation into the string of terrorist crimes is gathering and storing up evidence in total secrecy and has not presented names or conclusions to the UN Security Council at any stage of the process, as Serge Brammertz, the head of the independent investigation into the assassinations, as repeatedly maintained. He has prepared the file and the case for the prosecution in the trial. Brammertz, like his predecessor, Detlev Mehlis, knows the truth and knows exactly what happened. Everyone who played a role in terrorist conspiracies, everyone who prepared the orders or remained silent when the assassination orders were issued, is afraid. Likewise, everyone involved in planning or organization, tampering with the crime scene to destroy evidence, obstructing the constitutional process to conclude the treaty to create the court, or threatening that there would be consequences for creating the court via the Security Council, should be afraid as well. 

The court is on its way and there will be no political deals or bargaining; there will be no closed-door sessions for forgiveness or mercy when it comes to punishment. It is a court, and the day of reckoning for the assassination of individuals and the terrorizing of an entire country is at hand. If the creation of the court does not deter those implicated in the terrorist operations, and if it leads them instead to the hysteria of murder and destruction, further assassinations and bombings, sending a group of terrorists like Fatah al-Islam to the Palestinian refugee camps in Lebanon, and massacring members of the Lebanese Army, we can assume that they know that they will fail to avoid being held accountable. The court is coming, to lift the cover of protection and launch a new future for Lebanon and the rest of the region, no matter how bloody, dangerous and difficult the next few months are, and no matter how much Lebanon is dragged into war. Belts should be tightened and heads held high, with full confidence. The era of terror will end with the fall of frightened terror regimes and the desperate agents of terror, no matter how much they hide behind arrogant boasting.

It is as necessary to see the court established as it is to learn the truth about the political assassinations. Abandoning the court and the truth at this juncture means submitting to terrorism of another kind, which will come with an assassination of another kind: assassinating the courage to hold people accountable. This in turn will lead to arrogance of another kind, based on revenge, submission, and preventing any repeat of challenging authoritarianism.

It is not at all true that abandoning the court and the truth will spare Lebanon terrorism and punishment, and protect it from revenge; the reverse is true. If those rejecting the court succeed in obstructing its creation, Lebanon will certainly see another series of assassinations to give new generations lessons about the consequences of being bold enough to demand accountability; the failure to punish will lead to continuing the suppression of protest, and consecrating the authoritarian nature of neighboring regimes, which are sharpening their teeth to take revenge against those who kicked out their armies and ended their hegemony over Lebanon.

If the UN is forced to relinquish the court, as Syria and its allies have planned and sought, Lebanon and the entire region will enter a period of darkness, oppression and authoritarianism, and Lebanon will be subjected to the rule of Hizbullah and its small-time partners, apologists for Syria. If the methods of obstructing the court succeed – these are civil and constitutional methods as well as terrorist bombings – Lebanon will enter a new era of political rule that will be very far from democracy and freedom, a mixture of the Islamic Republic and the Syrian regime.

The international court is not a politicized tool to bring down regimes or establish others in their place; it is a tool to prevent the reliance on terrorist assassinations, horrific bombings and war-making, whether in order to gain power or preserve the authority of existing regimes. The court is a spoke in the wheels of the plans of Damascus and its allies in Lebanon and Iran, which is why they are scared. The fear strikes at the heart of leaders of the opposition to the court in Damascus and Lebanon, regardless of the attempts to polish the image of the regime in the media and in international forums, and among the new members of the General Secretariat of the United Nations; this is why they are shaking. They are shaking with fright because they know that accountability is coming, no matter how many wars are sparked at the expense of Lebanon, and no matter how many political deals are concluded with Israel in the name of recovering the Golan. Even Israel and partnership with it will not halt the court, no matter how much they rely on its silence as a deterrent to protect the regime in Damascus, in the belief that it represents a safety valve.

In international forums, some Israeli apologists talk insolently about their reluctance to support the formation of a court, on the pretext of fear of the repercussions for the “stability” provided by the ruling regime in Syria. They raise their voices against the Palestinians and are proud to see the entire Palestinian cause labeled as “terrorism.” They suddenly appear to reject seeing the end of the era of non-punishment for terrorist assassinations and bombings in Lebanon. They say that Israel doesn’t want the “Iraqization” of its neighbor Syria, but prefer to see the Syrian regime guarantee Syria’s continued existence as a “barrier” that protects Israel from Islamists, takfiris and the Muslim Brotherhood, while guaranteeing that the Syrian-Israeli front continue to remain completely neutralized. They do not object to offering Lebanon as a sacrifice as long as Syria and Israel agree on the broad outlines and the details, including the small and large wars that benefit them in Lebanon.

These apologists for Israel do not object to the organized “Iraqization” of Lebanon, by letting elements of al-Qaida slip into the country due to a Syrian decision, as long as Syria controls the borders and controls the numbers and required amounts of weapons. If the goal is to stop the international court, there is no objection to also benefiting from this in order to achieve wider objectives, which include sparking Lebanese-Palestinian strife inside Lebanon and activating another front in which the Palestinians appear to be completely unable to make peace due to their civil wars, taking place in more than one location. This in turn will help achieve another goal upon which Syria, Israel and Iran agree: bringing down the Arab Peace Initiative, which came about from a Saudi idea and was re-launched recently at the Arab Summit in Riyadh.

This week’s actions by the so-called “Fatah-Islam” group demonstrates the ferocity of the Syrian strategy – the objectives here include hitting at the Lebanese army, destroying the state, and sparking a Lebanese civil war, while letting the Palestinians know that the creation of an international court will mean a comprehensive form of revenge, whatever the price, even if this means exposing the Palestinian refugee camps to attack. Some Palestinians are angry that some Lebanese insist on the court, especially after Damascus let it be known that the punishment for such an act will be bitter for both Palestinians and Lebanese. We say to them, “Pardon us, but we also do not want the Lebanese to remain a permanent sacrificial lamb.”

The Arab League completely understood the situation, as did the UN Security Council, The American Task Force for Palestine, and The American Task Force for Lebanon. These two groups have issued a statement condemning the attack by Fatah-Islam on Lebanese sovereignty, putting Palestinian refugees in danger; they expressed their support for Lebanon and affirmed that Fatah-Islam does not represent the Palestinians, but is rather exploiting their cause.

The Arab League issued a strong condemnation of the terrorist and criminal acts against the Lebanese Army and innocent civilians; it also expressed its complete support for the efforts by the Lebanese government and the Lebanese Army to maintain peace and security.

The UN Security Council has supported the position of the Arab League and expressed its unequivocal condemnation of Fatah-Islam’s attack on the Lebanese Army, as well as the attacks and bombings that accompanied Fatah-Islam’s operations in the Nahr al-Bared Palestinian refugee camp in North Lebanon. The Security Council affirmed its condemnation of any attempt to strike at Lebanon’s stability and emphasized its readiness to continue supporting the legitimate and democratically elected Lebanese government, headed by Fouad Siniora, to guarantee that only the state exerts its authority in the country. In a sign of this determination, it adopted a resolution forming the international court, which stated that these heinous acts must not go unpunished.

Punishment is coming for those who deserve it, no matter how much Arab media incite against the Lebanese State and Army and use Palestinian civilians in the refugee camps in political blackmail at the expense of these innocents, who have been exploited as hostages by Fatah-Islam and those behind it. Those who look on and do nothing as Palestinians suffer have been exposed. The day of justice is coming via the court, and history will record that Lebanon fought back when it came to infringements against people’s rights and humanity itself in the entire Arab region.

Let the Arab “patriots” cease their support for violations of the authority of the Lebanese State at the hands of neighboring states and those in their pay, such as Fatah-Islam, as they implement a policy of re-scattering Palestinians and planting weapons among women and children in the camps. The Lebanese Army must settle this new incidence of terrorist escalation, which was exported to Lebanon, against the state and the army.

The situation is clear: either the state or the militias. Each person today must take a stance; there is no room for gray areas at this juncture. Everyone is asked to examine the details of what has happened and is happening in Lebanon and take a stance, either with the state or the Lebanese and non-Lebanese militias. This applies to the Arabs as well as the entire world.

We have no need for ignorant analysts who are imposed upon us, and fill us with theories of sabotage, such as Seymour Hersh, who built his entire article in The New Yorker on what was dictated to him by Alastair Crook, an apologist for Hizbullah. We cannot be silent about American legal or research organizations that send “experts” in “human rights monitoring” who require a press “article” that enables them to say that Hizbullah receives weapons from Iran via Syria, so that they can write this in their reports. It isn’t right to see ignorance control the destiny of Lebanon and see services rendered to those who want to destroy the country and flee from justice with the protection of these organizations. Leading officials in the UN’s Secretariat General must stop believing that pleading with Damascus and sending greetings to President Bashar Assad will lead to guaranteeing Syrian help so that Lebanon does not slide into chaos. This kind of thinking is extremely dangerous because it does not recognize the reality; rather, it allows (whether by accident or on purpose) a reconstitution of the Syrian role in Lebanon, letting the former control the latter with legitimacy from the new Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon and his team.

The choice is clear and simple: either the state or the militias. Either the army settles the issue so that it is the only body implementing state authority throughout the entire country, or we will see the fragmentation of Lebanon and its “Iraqization” thanks to a Syrian decision and Iranian approval; Hizbullah and its partners are wagering on this adventurism.

The army will win and the Lebanese state will remain, despite those who do not wish this, and despite the wars that are waged against Lebanon. Those who fear the international court are isolating themselves and are slipping gradually toward seeing the international community lay siege to them, since the world and the members of the Security Councils will unite in the end when the issue is connected to terrorism. The parties who fear the international court are engaged in terror itself. Their day is close at hand and the countdown to the court has begun.
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