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The political slogans of the Republican presidential candidate, George W. Bush, and the Democratic candidate, John Kerry, seem almost identical. The main differences are: the issue of preemptive ideology, which Bush supports while Kerry criticizes; the centrality of international alliances that Kerry adopts while Bush ignores and the issue of honesty and frankness which the Americans doubt is one of the traits of Bush while many of them assert it is one of Kerry's characteristics. However, Kerry has rebelled against his positions several times since the beginning of the presidential race, so the coming eight months might erase all the differences. Israel will of course benefit the most from this process since it is considered an electoral issue as important as national security. The Middle Eastern scene is also likely to witness increasing pressures in light of the war on terror and the democratization campaign, particularly in Iraq. 
 
 There are no surprises in the Arab-Israeli issue other than what Sharon is planning, for he knows that Israel is a domestic American issue. Kerry's position from the wall of separation, the peace process, and equating the American and Israeli war on terror are quite noteworthy. Kerry declared that the wall is an obstacle to peace. Last week when he was addressing Democrats in New York, he said that the wall is a necessity for Israel's security. Kerry previously suggested to send a permanent envoy to the Middle East and mentioned three possible names for the task: former President Jimmy Carter, former President Bill Clinton and former Secretary of State James Baker. When the Israelis opposed these names, Kerry soon talked about candidates more accepted in Israel like Samuel Burger, former national security advisor, and former envoy Dennis Ross.
 
 More importantly, Kerry committed himself to blocking any anti-Israeli Security Council resolution by using the veto power and also promised to pressure Arab countries in accepting an alternative Palestinian leadership. Kerry also boasted his family's Jewish roots. One American observer commented jokingly that next October will be a month of surprises, Osama bin Laden will be found and Bush will discover Jewish roots that would enable him to say: me too! So why all this race to appease the Jewish leaders and voters despite that their size is not substantial? Money. Jewish-Americans know very well how to make a good political investment. John Kerry's funds for his election campaign are merely a fraction of Bush's and that is why he has started to adjust his positions in the Arab-Israeli conflict and in the issue of Iraq.
 
 In this context, and despite his repeated criticism to Bush's Iraq policy, Kerry confirmed, "We would stay in Iraq until the job is finished." Kerry's position from Iraq has become totally ambiguous and his call for a bigger role for the United Nations is a matter even Bush has recently agreed with. Kerry also declared that he will not hesitate to take direct military measures in the war on terror and that he will not wait for any green light if national security is at risk, although he will not isolate allies who should share the burden. He voiced his concern about the funding of terrorist organizations, particularly in the case of Saudi Arabia, and talked about closing the gap between the Islamic world and the rest of the world.
 
 All these stances have differed a lot from those of yesterday and still have eight months to change even more, so Kerry would have funds. A big part of American voters believe that the Bush administration has lied to the American people in what regards Iraq and that it only does what big corporations want. Kerry, according to those, may not be competent when it comes to his positions and policies, yet he has the ability to defeat Bush and expel him from the White House. Kerry might lose their trust if he keeps on backing down and changing positions; especially that Bush and his electoral team are getting ready to expose all Kerry's weak points, particularly by asking: who is he? what is he really saying? What scares the Bush team the most is surprises; especially in the Iraqi scene where victory could always turn into defeat. 
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