Queen Calls for Candid in-depth Dialogue between West, Arab World
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AMMAN (JT) –– Her Majesty Queen Rania called for candid and in-depth dialogue between the West and the Arab world to dispel misconceptions and misunderstandings that took on new dimensions following the Sept. 11 attacks on the US.

In a recent interview with Raghida Dergham of Al Hayat Arabic newspaper, Queen Rania said: “The question, `why do they hate us?' has been raised in America, and the question, `why do they misunderstand us?' has also been raised in the Arab world. I believe that both sides have not done enough to answer those questions. In the Arab world, we have to do more to try to unravel the complexities. The West also has to do more to unravel the real causes of anger and frustration in the Arab world. It is an ongoing process, and the most important thing is to realize that it is not going to happen overnight. It is a learning process; it takes time but also requires the right initiative, the right attitude. It requires reaching out and really trying to understand that what you do not know could really become your enemy. A person fears the unknown and anything that he does not understand the internal dynamics of.”

The Queen, who has joined His Majesty King Abdullah in addressing the international community to bring to light the principles of Islam, explained that following Sept. 11, people in the Arab world were themselves asking many questions as were people in the West.

She said she believed: “The absence of people trying to explain things leaves the ground for various types of misconceptions. So we have to explain our message — we have to get our message out there. ...It's not about one person doing something. It's got to be a united effort by all the Arab countries, and by different personalities and institutions — each in their own special way.”

Asked if she felt that hers was a minority voice in a “culture of instigation,” the Queen responded: On the contrary... I think in fact the majority of people have moderate voices and opinions, compared to the minorities who are maybe more extreme or radical in their views. But their voices are much louder, and we always end up hearing the louder voice. This is the way it is everywhere in the world. Obviously, sometimes, it is easier to try to gain popularity by instigating emotions and getting people excited about things. But this is not the right thing to do. We really need to address the problems in the Arab world, the solutions for them — and to be very bold and courageous in trying to explain to people what these solutions are.”

Commenting on how Jordan was adapting to globalisation, Queen Rania reiterated a theme she spoke about in her address to the World Economic Forum late last month.

“When we look at globalisation, we find that it has left an identity crisis. Many people feel that if we try to modernise it means that we're trying to Westernize. What we're trying to do in Jordan, what my husband is trying to do, is to explain that no, first of all, the global culture is not something you have to take as is and just apply. It's adaptable — you take from it what you like, and you adapt it to your own culture and identity. We're struggling to hold on to who we are, our culture, our traditions, our religion, and then blending that with certain aspects from the modern world, and then making that modern world work for us.”

Noting that the Queen's address to the WEF in New York was an unprecedented event, Queen Rania said she did not consider the WEF a political forum. She said she viewed it rather as an event at which different personalities from all walks of life gather to discuss, analyse and offer recommendation on how to improve the world situation.

“This is a very important time to flag into the global community, to make sure that our voices are out there. If we are not out there, if we are not making sure that our voices are heard, we shouldn't expect people to adopt our causes for us. This is something I believe in. I think the World Economic Forum is an opportunity to answer any queries people might have about the Arab world, to maybe rectify any stereotypes that might have formed in people's minds.”

In her address to the WEF on Jan. 31, Queen Rania called for sustained cross-cultural dailogue, including a greater awareness of Isalm by the West, and warned of the dangers of a bipolar view of the world.

Commenting again to Al Hayat on the various stereotypes formed about the Arab world, Queen Rania pointed out that many such perceptions concern the Arab woman.

“For example, in many parts of the West they look at the veil as a symbol of oppression, and that is wrong. That is a misconception. As you know, many women in the Arab world are very active — they are engaged in their societies and contribute very positively. Wearing the veil does not hinder a woman from pursuing her career, from seeking education, from contributing to society. So we really need to explain that. When a woman wears a veil, we have to respect her choice because she's doing this out of subservience to God.”
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