Rice visits Lebanon, honors slain leader

Friday, July 22, 2005 Posted: 1903 GMT (0303 HKT)

BEIRUT, Lebanon (CNN) -- U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on Friday in Lebanon placed a wreath at the grave of Rafik Hariri, the former Lebanese prime minister and opposition leader slain in February.

During her surprise trip to Lebanon on her Middle East visit, Rice also met with Hariri's son, Sa'ad Hariri, who is a member of parliament and head of one of the largest blocs in the assembly in the new government.

Rafik Hariri -- who led the country's pro-Syrian government and later became an advocate for Syria's withdrawal -- and 16 others died in a bomb blast along Beirut's waterfront on February 14.

His assassination triggered massive protests and renewed international pressure for Syria to withdraw the nearly 14,000 troops and intelligence officers it had kept in Lebanon for nearly three decades.

The United States was among the loudest voices pressuring the Syrian government to withdraw from Lebanon.

On late April, the last contingent of Syrian troops left Lebanon.

Rice arrived in Lebanon after visiting Israel, where she met with Prime Minister Ariel Sharon ahead of Israel's planned pullout from Gaza and parts of the West Bank.

On the plane to Lebanon, she told reporters, "This will be an opportunity, first of all, to congratulate the Lebanese people on their incredible desire for democracy and the fact that they keep pressing forward and now formed a government."

She visited the Hariri family's Beirut compound and met for about 45 minutes with Sa'ad Hariri. Rice also met with President Emile Lahoud and Foreign Minister Fawzi Salloukh at the country's presidential palace for about 30 minutes.

A senior State Department official said Rice would discuss ways the United States could help Lebanon with debt relief. Lebanon's domestic and foreign debt at the end of May was estimated to be more than $35 billion.

"I look forward to meeting with some members of the government to see how the international community and the U.S. in particular can be supportive," Rice said.

The last stage of Lebanon's four-round elections finished in June.

Asked whether the visit was intended to send a signal to Syria, Rice said, "We don't do that."

A senior U.S. official traveling with Rice said the Syrians "already know our message."

He added, "The fact that we're making it [the visit] is sign enough of the changes made in Lebanon. We're not going to Damascus before or after."

Previous secretaries of state, such as Colin Powell and Madeleine Albright, often stopped in Damascus while on trips to the Middle East. Rice's trip to the troubled region is her third since taking over her post in January. 

Rice visits Israel

Israel's disengagement plan, set to be implemented in mid-August, has sent rivals jockeying for position. Recent violence has pitted Israelis against Palestinians, Palestinian militants against Palestinian security forces, and Israeli police against Gaza and West Bank settlers.

At a Thursday news conference with Israel Foreign Minister Silvan Shalom, Rice said all parties need to remain steadfast in commitments toward peace.

"I look forward to talking with both the Israelis and the Palestinians about the need for tight coordination and rapid resolution of key issues that are before the parties in advance of the disengagement," Rice said.

Shalom praised the secretary of state's commitment to the Middle East peace process.

"Your commitment to restoring calm and ensuring the success of the disengagement plan will hopefully have the desired and necessary effect, and we thank you for that."

Separately, a senior State Department official denied Israeli media reports that Rice, in her meeting with Shalom, had put forward a U.S. plan for holding an international conference designed to ease tensions with Israel's Arab neighbors -- an event that reports said would be sponsored by the United States and Russia.

"Some have suggested an international conference could be a complement to road map activities. This would not be a U.S. proposal," the official said.

The "road map" for Middle East peace -- backed by the United States, European Union, Russia and the United Nations -- calls for a series of steps by the Israelis and Palestinians aimed at ending violence and establishing an independent Palestinian state.

Rice is scheduled to meet with Palestinian leaders on Saturday.

CNN's Andrea Koppel and John Vause contributed to this report.
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Rice urges Palestinian leader to lean harder on militants Violence escalates as Israel prepares to withdraw from Gaza

Saturday, July 23, 2005 Posted: 1300 GMT (2100 HKT) 

RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) -- U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice on Saturday praised Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas for his efforts to clamp down on militants, but said the Palestinian leadership still must do more.

In recent days, Palestinian forces and gunmen loosely affiliated with Abbas' ruling Fatah Party have clashed twice with Hamas militants in Gaza.

The clashes came as Israel massed thousands of troops on the Gaza border, threatening to invade unless the Palestinians stopped militants from firing rockets and mortars at Jewish settlements and nearby Israeli towns.

Rice was in the region in a hastily arranged trip to try to rescue a shaky Mideast truce amid an escalation of violence, determined that Israel's mid-August withdrawal from the Gaza go ahead as planned.

Earlier, Rice praised the actions of Palestinian police.

"The Palestinians have begun to act," she said. "I would just encourage them in that work because I am quite certain that Palestinian mothers and fathers and grandparents want a world in which their children can live in peace and prosperity just as Israeli parents and grandparents want the same for their children."

Rice's meetings with the Palestinians also focused on encouraging coordination between Israel and the Palestinians during the planned pullout, where Israel will leave all 21 Gaza settlements and four more in the West Bank.

Both sides want the pullout to proceed quietly but fear it could quickly deteriorate into bloodshed if the militants attack Israeli troops engaged in evacuating the settlers.

There are still 13 issues the Palestinians want agreement on before the Israeli withdrawal, said Diana Buttu, an adviser to Abbas, including a route linking Gaza to the West Bank, the opening of Gaza's port and airport and control of border crossings into Gaza.

Israel is reluctant to relinquish control over these facilities, fearing that without Israeli supervision militants would smuggle arms into Gaza.

Rice was to meet with Israeli Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz later Saturday.

Although Rice repeatedly has said the United States would take a back seat as the Israelis and Palestinians work out their differences, her trip was seen as a sign that she planned to keep up the pressure for progress.

The trip was Rice's third to Jerusalem and the West Bank since she took over at the State Department in January.

On Friday, Rice also made a surprise visit to volatile Lebanon to encourage a new democratic government outside Syrian control and better relations between the two Mideast countries. (Full story)
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Bush names Bolton as U.N. ambassador

Recess appointment bypasses Senate, ends nomination impasse

Monday, August 1, 2005 Posted: 1828 GMT (0228 HKT) 

WASHINGTON (CNN) -- Ending a five-month standoff over a controversial nomination, President Bush on Monday used a recess appointment to name John Bolton the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations.

"This post is too important to leave vacant any longer, especially during a war and a vital debate about U.N. reform," Bush said from the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 

The move bypasses the confirmation process in the Senate, where Democrats had blocked the nomination in a dispute over documents and accusations that Bolton lacks the temperament to hold the U.N. post.

"A majority of United States senators agree that he's the right man for the job," Bush said. "Yet because of partisan-delaying tactics by a handful of senators, John was unfairly denied the up-or-down vote that he deserves."

Senate GOP leaders twice failed to muster the 60 votes needed to break a filibuster and move Bolton's nomination to a floor vote. 

Although the split was largely along party lines, one Republican on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Sen. George Voinovich of Ohio, joined Democrats in opposing Bolton's nomination.

Under the Constitution, the president has the power to make temporary appointments without Senate confirmation when Congress goes into recess. Lawmakers began their current break Friday.

A recess appointment puts Bolton at the United Nations through the end of 2006. 

White House spokesman Scott McClellan said Bolton planned to take the oath of office and head to U.N. headquarters in New York on Monday. 

Standing beside Bush on Monday, Bolton said he was "profoundly honored." 

"I am prepared to work tirelessly to carry out the agenda and initiatives that you [Bush] and Secretary [of State Condoleezza] Rice direct," Bolton said. "We seek a stronger, more effective organization true to the ideals of its founders and agile enough to act in the 21st century.

"It will be a distinct privilege to be an advocate for America's values and interests at the U.N." 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D-Massachusetts, criticized the recess appointment.

"The abuse of power and the cloak of secrecy from the White House continues," Kennedy said in a statement.

"It's bad enough that the administration stonewalled the Senate by refusing to disclose documents highly relevant to the Bolton nomination. It's even worse for the administration to abuse the recess appointment power by making the appointment while Congress is in this five-week recess. It's a devious maneuver that evades the constitutional requirement of Senate consent and only further darkens the cloud over Mr. Bolton's credibility at the U.N."

Sen. Dick Lugar, R-Indiana, chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, lamented that Bolton failed to receive a vote from the full Senate but said the appointment "was necessary to ensure our representation at the United Nations and to provide momentum to the vital process of U.N. reform."

Commenting before the announcement, Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Arizona, said that "everybody at the U.N. will know that he's the president's man."

"Yes, he's a tough guy, but I think they appreciate the fact that the president felt at this time in the U.N.'s history, when it could use a little tough love, John Bolton is the kind of guy to do the job that the president wants done there," Kyl said.

Hints of recess appointment

Democrats have said Bolton, who was a State Department undersecretary, lacked the diplomatic skills for the post, arguing he dismissed the value of the United Nations and often intimidated subordinates until they agreed with his viewpoint.

A former colleague testified in April that Bolton was "a quintessential kiss-up, kick-down sort of guy."

Senate Democrats held up the nomination after the White House refused, citing executive privilege, to provide records of communications intercepts Bolton sought from the National Security Agency when he was the State Department's point man on arms control.

In recent days, Democrats also complained that Bolton gave the Senate false information. 

The State Department last week acknowledged that Bolton incorrectly told the Foreign Relations Committee in a questionnaire that he had not been interviewed as part of any investigation within the past five years.

The department said its inspector general interviewed Bolton as part of a joint probe by the State Department and CIA into alleged attempts by Iraq to procure uranium from Niger. 

That admission prompted one of the committee's Democrats, Sen. Barbara Boxer of California, to call on Bush to pull Bolton's nomination.

McClellan hinted Friday at a recess appointment, saying it was important to have an ambassador by September, when the U.N.'s General Assembly will meet.

"We need our permanent representative in place at the United Nations at this critical time," he said. "There is an effort under way to move forward on comprehensive reform. We have outlined the comprehensive reforms that we want to see put in place to make sure that the United Nations is an effective multilateral organization."

The United States has been without a permanent representative at the United Nations since January when former Sen. John Danforth resigned to spend more time with his ailing wife. Acting Ambassador Anne Patterson is leading the U.N. mission in New York.

At U.N. headquarters, Secretary-General Kofi Annan said, "We look forward to working with [Bolton], as I do with the other 190 ambassadors. And we will welcome him at a time when we are in the midst of major reform."

Annan said he knows Bolton and considers him "very bright." He said he was notified of the president's decision before the announcement.
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Bush Sidesteps Senate, Installs Bolton as U.N. Envoy

Kofi Annan Says He Looks Forward to Working With Bolton

By Daniela Deane

Washington Post Staff Writer

Monday, August 1, 2005; 4:27 PM

President Bush sidestepped the U.S. Senate on Monday and installed controversial nominee John Bolton as ambassador to the United Nations, saying the post was "too important to leave vacant any longer."

Speaking at the White House, Bush said he was sending Bolton, a 56-year-old lawyer, to the United Nations with his "complete confidence."

The appointment constituted what is known as a recess appointment. It ended a five-month impasse with Senate Democrats who had accused the conservative Bolton of twisting intelligence to suit a hawkish ideology and of abusing subordinates.

Bush has the power to fill vacancies without Senate approval while Congress is in recess. Under the Constitution, the recess appointment will last until after the Senate adjourns in the fall of next year.

Speaking at a White House Roosevelt Room ceremony flanked by the mustachioed Bolton and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, Bush said that "a majority of U.S. senators agree that he is the right man for the job. Yet, because of partisan delaying tactics by a handful of senators, John was unfairly denied the up or down vote that he deserves."

In a brief acceptance speech, Bolton, who has a long history of criticizing the United Nations, said he was "profoundly honored, indeed humbled by the confidence" the president had shown in him.

Bush had refused to give up on Bolton even though the Senate had twice voted to sustain a filibuster against him.

Senate Democrats quickly criticized the president's move.

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), called it a "devious maneuver" that only "further darkens the cloud over Mr. Bolton's credibility."

"The abuse of power and the cloak of secrecy from the White House continues," Kennedy said. "It's bad enough that the administration stonewalled the Senate by refusing to disclose documents highly relevant to the Bolton nomination. It's even worse for the administration to abuse the recess appointment power by making the appointment while Congress is in this five-week recess."

Sen. Christopher Dodd of Connecticut, a senior Democrat on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, said: "The president has done a real disservice to our nation by appointing an individual who lacks the credibility to further U.S. interests at the United Nations. I will be monitoring his performance closely to ensure that he does not abuse his authority as he has in the past."

In New York, U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan said he looked forward to working with Bolton as he does with the 190 other ambassadors at the United Nations. About the recess appointment, Annan said: "I think it is the president's prerogative, and the president has decided to appoint him through this process."

Bolton, an outspoken conservative, triggered controversy from the moment Bush nominated him March 8.

State Department officials accused him of berating career officials and analysts who challenged his views, and of selectively choosing intelligence to support his assertions about the dangers posed by Cuba and other nations.

When a Republican on the Foreign Relations Committee, Sen. George V. Voinovich (Ohio), decided to oppose Bolton, the nomination moved to the full Senate with no recommendation.

Since then, the impasse focused on Democrats' demands to see two sets of documents related to Bolton's State Department work. One involved national security intercepts of conversations.

Democrats wanted to know whether Bolton was seeking secret information on rivals in the intelligence and foreign policy communities. The other documents involved Syria and questions of whether Bolton misled lawmakers about his role in compiling them.

Bolton -- who lost the title of undersecretary of state June 1 when his successor, Robert Joseph, was sworn in -- has spent the past four months in a transition suite at the State Department, and colleagues said he continued to ready himself for the ambassadorship.

Two months ago, while his confirmation was in trouble, Bolton began efforts to double the office space reserved within the State Department for the ambassador to the United Nations, according to three senior department officials who were involved in handling the request.

Previous ambassadors have kept a small staff in Washington in a modest suite. Bolton told several colleagues he needed more space and a larger staff in Washington because, if confirmed, he intended to spend more time here than his predecessors did. "Bolton isn't going to sit in New York while policy gets made in Washington," the administration source said, speaking on the condition of anonymity because the source lacked authorization to discuss this on the record.

Washington Post staff writers Robin Wright, Charles Babington and Dafna Linzer contributed to this report

Saudi names king after Fahd death

Monday, August 1, 2005 Posted: 1953 GMT (0353 HKT) 

(CNN) -- Key U.S. ally Saudi Arabia has named Abdullah its new monarch to succeed King Fahd who has died after guiding the world's largest oil exporter through 23 turbulent years.

Saudi officials said King Abdullah, who is at least 80 and has run most of the kingdom's affairs since his half brother suffered a stroke in 1995, would maintain its close alliance with the West.

As world leaders offered their condolences Monday to King Fahd, U.S. President George W. Bush promised a close partnership with Saudi Arabia under the leadership of King Abdullah, whom Bush referred to as "my friend." 

U.S. officials said Fahd's death would have little effect on U.S. relations with Saudi Arabia because the former Crown Prince Abdullah has been the de facto ruler for years and has close ties to Bush and his family. (Abdullah profile)

"I have spoken today to the new king, and the United States looks forward to continuing the close partnership between our two countries," Bush said in a written statement in which he congratulated Abdullah on assuming the throne. (Full story)

The reign of Fahd -- who was believed to be between 82 and 84 -- was marked by unprecedented prosperity, but whose close ties with the U.S. stirred the passions of Islamic militants

Saudi Arabia's outgoing ambassador to Britain and its next envoy to the United States said Abdullah would continue the fight against Osama bin Laden's al Qaeda network, which has waged a violent two-year campaign aimed at toppling the Saudi royal family.

"I cannot imagine there will be any particular change in that (foreign) policy undertaken by the late King Fahd," Prince Turki al-Faisal told Reuters.

Asked whether the same applied to the kingdom's oil policy, Prince Turki said: "Absolutely."

A source told CNN's Nic Robertson that Fahd died Sunday evening. His burial is scheduled for Tuesday at 3 p.m. (8 a.m. EDT) in Riyadh.

Defense Minister Prince Sultan replaced Abdullah as crown prince. 

"King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz has chosen Prince Sultan bin Abdul Aziz as Crown prince in accordance with Article 5 of the basic system of government," a statement from the Saudi royal court said.

"Allegiance will be paid by the public to King Abdullah and Prince Sultan after the noon prayers on Wednesday."

The Saudi monarch had been in and out of the hospital in recent months, most recently suffering from pneumonia-like symptoms. 

Fahd assumed the throne on June 13, 1982, becoming the fifth king of Saudi Arabia. He was the son of King Abdul Aziz Bin Abdul Rahman Al-Saud, the founder of the modern Saudi Arabia.

"I will be father to the young, brother to the elderly," he once said. "I am but one of you; whatever troubles you, troubles me; whatever pleases you, pleases me."

The Saudi monarch was held in high esteem across the Arab and Muslim worlds because of his role as the custodian of the two holy mosques -- the major shrines of Islam in Mecca and Medina.

As king, he supervised projects to facilitate the hajj for the more than 2 million pilgrims from around the world who visit each year. Under his rule, Mecca was expanded to 3.5 million square feet to accommodate 1 million worshippers; Medina has grown to nearly 1.8 million square feet to accommodate 500,000 people, according to his official biography.

He was also an ardent supporter of the mujahedeen in the 1980s in their fight against the former Soviet Union in Afghanistan -- where Saudi-born terror leader Osama bin Laden first gained a following.

But it was Fahd's decision to allow U.S. forces to be based out of Saudi Arabia during the 1991 Gulf War against Iraq that outraged Islamic fundamentalists, including bin Laden who criticized his homeland for allowing "infidels" to attack another Arab country from its soil.

The United States also used a highly secret base in the kingdom to conduct special operations from during the early days of the Iraq invasion in 2003.

Al Qaeda terrorists have launched several attacks inside the kingdom in recent years. And 15 of the 19 hijackers in the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the United States were from Saudi Arabia -- a fact that did not sit well with many in Washington who have been skeptical of the kingdom.

Crown Prince Abdullah has been named the new Saudi king.But the Bush administration has remained staunchly behind the kingdom since 9/11, calling Riyadh a key ally in the war on terror.

"The Saudis have been very aggressive in hunting down the terrorist cells that are in Saudi Arabia and we've had a good deal of success also on the terrorist financing front," U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said during a foreign policy speech in May 2005.

Born in 1923, Fahd attended one of the kingdom's first educational institutions during his youth, and in 1953 he became Saudi's first minister of education.

For the next two decades, he served increasingly important roles, including interior minister, deputy prime minister and crown prince. In 1977, he met with U.S. President Jimmy Carter and U.S. Secretary of State Cyrus Vance about the importance of American involvement in trying to forge a lasting settlement to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

"I believe the U.S. can play an important part in solving the problem if we take into account not only American influence worldwide, but also the strong relationship between America and Israel," he said at the time.

He continued to try to work for Mideast peace over the years, including on his first visit to the United States as king in 1985 when met with President Ronald Reagan about the need for a renewed American role in the Mideast peace process.

During Fahd's tenure, the kingdom saw an economic, agricultural and educational transformation, building on its oil wealth to become an international and regional power.

"With the blessing and grace of Almighty God and with the assistance of the faithful Saudi people, we shall continue the welfare march of construction and development and maintain the gains which are reflected by comprehensive achievements in various fields," he recently said.
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Late Saudi King Fahd Modernized Kingdom 

Aug 1, 2:49 PM EDT

By ABDULLAH AL-SHIHRI 

Associated Press Writer 

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) -- Saudi Arabia's King Fahd sought to modernize his desert kingdom while balancing change against tribal tradition and orthodox Islam, but a stroke a decade ago left him a ruler in name only during tumultuous times for the world's biggest oil producer. His death Monday came as the Saudi government pursues an aggressive clampdown on Islamic terrorism and unprecedented reforms.

The portly, goateed Fahd inadvertently helped fuel the rise of Islamic extremism by making concessions to hard-liners in an effort to boost his Islamic credentials. But he also brought the kingdom closer to the United States and agreed to a step that enraged many conservatives: basing U.S. troops on Saudi soil after the 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait.

In his last years, the sickly Fahd was mostly a figurehead as the close relationship he nurtured with Washington deteriorated after the Sept. 11 terror attacks. Fifteen of the 19 hijackers were Saudis, and many in the United States blamed the kingdom's strict Wahhabi school of Islam for fueling terrorism.

It fell to Fahd's half brother and successor, Crown Prince Abdullah, to guide Saudi Arabia. Abdullah, who took on that role wary of close U.S. ties, oversaw the crackdown on religious militants after followers of Saudi-born Osama bin Laden launched a wave of attacks two years ago. He also pushed a campaign against extremist teaching and preaching and introduced the kingdom's first elections, for municipal councils earlier this year.

Saudi Arabia and the United States have also found themselves at odds over oil. Saudi Arabia is the world's largest exporter - sitting atop a quarter of the world's known reserves - and America is the world's largest energy consumer. With prices reaching $61 a barrel, Washington has been pushing the Saudis to pump more oil and bring prices down.

King Fahd, once a stickler who took a hand in the smallest details of government activities, stayed on the sidelines as the kingdom dealt with those crises.

His death drew expressions of sadness from many Arab nations, with Jordan announcing a 40-day mourning period and officials jetting to Saudi Arabia to attend his funeral Tuesday.

"Saudi Arabia has lost one of its dutiful sons, a leader among the most dear of its leaders and men," said Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak.

Visitors who saw Fahd after his 1995 stroke reported he was barely aware of what was going on around him and could not recognize those who shook hands with him. Foreign dignitaries usually were allowed brief meetings, their visits lasting only as long as it took to film footage for the state TV stations.

On newscasts, the king was shown seated as he extended his hand to visitors or sipped coffee. Occasionally, policy statements, comments or speeches were issued in his name, and he was shown presiding at ministerial meetings when Abdullah was out of town.

Fahd, born in Riyadh in 1923, was proclaimed the fifth king of Saudi Arabia on June 13, 1982.

He assumed the throne just three years after two events in 1979 that would fuel extremism in Saudi Arabia: Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini founded the strictly religious Islamic Republic in Iran just across the Persian Gulf, and radical Muslims briefly took over the holy mosque in Mecca, proclaiming the Saudi royal family not Islamic enough to rule.

Those developments, coupled with Fahd's reputation as a former gambler and womanizer, made the liberal-leaning king move toward appeasing the powerful Saudi religious establishment, including the morals police who enforce strict social codes that oblige women to wear veils and ban men and women from mingling.

Saudi Arabia did not want Shiite Iran to be seen as more Islamic than the Sunni kingdom, birthplace of Islam. So Fahd took the title "custodian of the two holy mosques" - referring to Islam's holiest shrines at Mecca and Medina - and he poured millions of dollars into the religious establishment and into enlarging fundamentalist universities.

In the 1980s, Saudi Arabia, the United States and Pakistan mobilized Muslims to fight the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan. Millions of Saudi riyals were donated to that effort and, encouraged by the government, thousands of Saudis joined the war, including bin Laden. The king's official biography described Fahd as "an ardent supporter" of the Afghan mujahedeen.

But after the Soviet withdrawal in 1989, Fahd, like U.S. and Pakistani leaders, gave little attention to the mujahedeen, who turned Afghanistan into a training ground for their attacks, including the 9/11 suicide hijackings.

Earlier in his rule, Fahd was credited with turning Saudi Arabia into one of the Middle East's most modern states despite tribal traditions and Islamic fundamentalists' fears that the changes would dilute Muslims' faith.

In 1985, Fahd's nephew, Prince Sultan bin Salman, went into space aboard the space shuttle Discovery as the first Arab and Muslim astronaut.

When Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait in 1990, raising fears that he also might continue on into Saudi Arabia, Fahd was persuaded to let hundreds of thousands of U.S. and other Western soldiers into his insular, rigidly Muslim kingdom to face the Iraqis.

The move was sharply criticized by Islamic fundamentalists who oppose Western influence and spawned the first potent opposition to Fahd's rule. Demonstrations were quelled and hundreds of clerics detained. Radicals set off bombs at two U.S. military posts in Saudi Arabia in 1995 and 1996, killing 25 Americans.

Bin Laden, who had earlier been stripped of his Saudi citizenship by Fahd's government, was incensed Saudi leaders opted to put their protection in the hands of "infidel" Western troops, spurning his offer to use the mujahedeen who had fought in Afghanistan to liberate Kuwait. He became even more determined in his opposition to the Saudi royal family.

The Kuwait crisis also cost Saudi Arabia financially. The $60 billion bill, coupled with lower oil prices, forced Fahd to scale back lavish benefits that maintained citizens' loyalty - free education, free medical treatment, free lots for homes and businesses. It wasn't until late 2004, amid high oil prices, that the Saudi Cabinet balanced the budget for the first time in nearly a decade.

The stroke left Fahd with short-term memory loss and an inability to concentrate for long stretches. Even before the stroke, he suffered from arthritis, diabetes and a bad knee. The overweight monarch got around in a wheelchair and used a cane for short walks in his later years.

He underwent cataract surgery once in 2002 in Geneva and a year later in Riyadh. A few days before the Geneva surgery, he was operated on to remove a blood clot from one of his eyes.

Fahd was the son of the founder of modern Saudi Arabia, King Abdul-Aziz, and got an elementary school education with a heavy emphasis on religion at a school set up by Abdul-Aziz for his 42 sons.

As the country's huge oil reserves brought the once impoverished country massive wealth, Saudi Arabia's primitive tribal society underwent an abrupt transformation, often with outside help.

In 1953, Fahd became the nation's first education minister, laying the foundation for a nationwide school system that grew from 30,000 students to more than 3.2 million students enrolled in seven universities, 83 colleges and more than 18,000 schools throughout the country.

In 1962, he became interior minister and then crown prince in 1975 when King Faisal was slain by a deranged nephew. Fahd was de factor ruler during the seven-year reign of his brother Khaled, a devout and apolitical man, and assumed the throne formally at Khaled's death in 1982.

Little is known about Fahd's private life, but he is believed to have had three wives and eight sons. His eldest son, Faisal, died in 1999 of a heart attack.

Fahd was to be buried Tuesday in a simple grave marked only by a small stone without a name or inscription, indistinguishable from the nearby graves of commoners and past kings in keeping with the austere burial traditions of conservative Saudi Arabia.
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Abdullah proclaimed Saudi king after death of Fahd

By Laith Abou-Ragheb

RIYADH (Reuters) - Saudi Arabia, a strategic U.S. ally, proclaimed Abdullah its new monarch to succeed King Fahd who died on Monday after steering the world's largest oil exporter through 23 turbulent years.

Saudi officials say King Abdullah, who is at least 80 and has run day-to-day affairs since his half-brother Fahd suffered a stroke in 1995, will maintain the kingdom's oil policy and close alliance with the West.

Political analysts say Abdullah's toughest challenges will be to implement political reforms and keep up the fight against Osama bin Laden's al Qaeda network, which has waged a violent two-year campaign aimed at toppling the Saudi royal family.

"I cannot imagine there will be any particular change in that (foreign) policy undertaken by the late King Fahd," said Prince Turki al-Faisal, outgoing ambassador to Britain and the kingdom's next envoy to the United States.

Asked whether the same applied to the kingdom's oil policy, Prince Turki said: "Absolutely."

Fahd, aged about 83, had been in hospital since May 27, when he was admitted with acute pneumonia.

He ascended the throne in June 1982, at the height of the Saudi petrodollar boom, with a reputation as an administrator and international diplomat.

The same year, an Arab League summit adopted a peace plan for the Middle East that he had drawn up while he was crown prince. The plan was revived in 2002 as an offer of peace with Israel in exchange for the return of occupied Arab lands.

During his reign, Fahd tried to strengthen his own Islamic legitimacy. In 1986, he assumed the title of Khadim al-Haramain al-Sharifain (Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques) as a sign of his protection of the sacred Muslim sites in Mecca and Medina. 

ISLAM'S BIRTHPLACE

His strong ties with Washington and decision to allow U.S. forces to deploy in Islam's birthplace in 1990 enraged Saudi-born bin Laden. The troops remained there until the 2003 invasion of Iraq.

Bin Laden has vowed to depose the Saudi royals, whom he has blasted as U.S. "agents and stooges."

U.S. crude oil jumped after Fahd's death but Saudi officials said the kingdom would stand by its long-standing policy aimed at pumping enough oil to satisfy markets and stabilize prices.

Riyadh's commitment to continuity was further strengthened by King Abdullah's decree to retain all cabinet ministers.

Energy and financial analysts predicted that Fahd's death would have no major impact on the Saudi economy, now booming on strong oil prices. The stock market, the largest Arab bourse, briefly suspended trading but rebounded after early declines.

President Bush said the "close partnership" between the United States and Saudi Arabia would continue.

"We wish Saudi Arabia peace and prosperity under his leadership," Bush said, referring to Abdullah as "my friend."

U.S. officials said Fahd's death would have little effect on relations because Abdullah was de facto ruler for years and has close ties to Bush and his family. Bilateral ties had been strained by the Sept. 11 attacks mostly carried out by Saudis. 

NEW CROWN PRINCE

Saudi Information Minister Iyad bin Amin Madani announced Fahd's death on state television, saying the royal family had acknowledged Abdullah as the new sovereign and accepted his choice of Prince Sultan as crown prince.

Prince Sultan, like King Abdullah, was born in 1924.

A Saudi official said Fahd's funeral would take place on Tuesday, but there would be no mourning period, in line with strict Wahhabi Muslim tradition that unquestioningly accepts God's will. Saudi flags, emblazoned with "There is no God but Allah," will not be lowered as Wahhabis deem this blasphemous.

Saudis are to pledge allegiance to the new king and his crown prince on Wednesday. The kingdom's top cleric, Grand Mufti Sheikh Abdulaziz al-Sheikh, urged Saudis to do so.

"We call on Muslims to pledge allegiance to them and to gather around them in support. This pledge of allegiance is legitimate under sharia (Islamic law)," the cleric said.

Abdullah is expected to pick a deputy crown prince, with Interior Minister Prince Nayef, 72, or Riyadh provincial governor Prince Salman, 69, among front-runners.

Condolences flooded in from around the world. French President Jacques Chirac said Fahd had "guaranteed the integrity of his country and defended regional stability." British Prime Minister Tony Blair hailed his "great vision and leadership."

Several countries announced periods of mourning and flew flags at half-mast. An Arab League official said an Arab summit in Egypt, set for Wednesday, would be deferred for up to a week.

In Saudi Arabia, recitations of the Koran echoed from mosques, radios and television sets but shops and businesses remained open as Saudis accepted Fahd's long-expected death.

"This is a very sad day. But I think the people were ready for this to happen as he was very ill for a long time," said Mohammad al-Aqeel, a 31-year-old Saudi engineer.

Abdullah, the fifth son of Saudi Arabia's founder King Abdul-Aziz to ascend the throne, is a cautious reformer who has overseen modest economic and political liberalization. (Reporting by Samia Nakhoul, Dominic Evans and Ghaida Ghantous) 
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King Fahd, Man of Maddening Contradictions

By Thomas W. Lippman

Special to The Washington Post

Monday, August 1, 2005; 6:36 AM

King Fahd ibn Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia, who died Monday, was a man of maddening contradictions who ruled a country of maddening contradictions.

By turns profligate and abstemious, corrupt and correct, energetic and lazy, dedicated and indifferent, he demonstrated both voracious appetites and undoubted abilities. Fahd, believed to be 83, was admired as a forward-looking modernizer and loathed as a corrupt autocrat, sometimes by the same analysts.

His greatest accomplishment was to hold his country together and preserve his family's rule in an era of immense pressures both domestic and external.

Slowed by illness in the past several years, he became largely a figurehead, appearing on television on ceremonial occasions but leaving most key decisions to his younger brothers. After suffering a stroke in late 1995, Fahd officially transferred his authority to his half-brother and heir apparent, Crown Prince Abdullah. The transfer was ostensibly temporary and Fahd officially reclaimed his power several weeks later, but he has exerted little direct control over the kingdom's day to day affairs. His official title, by which he was always identified in the Saudi media -- was "Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques" in Mecca and Medina. Fahd adopted that label in 1986, during a time when the kingdom was still recovering from its greatest domestic trauma, the 1979 seizure by religious fanatics of the Great Mosque at Mecca, the holiest site in Islam and Fahd was polishing his credentials as the protector and guarantor of the faith.

In international affairs, Fahd was a relative moderate on Israel, a proponent of stable oil prices and a usually reliable strategic and economic partner of the United States. Conservative Saudis and Muslims around the world reviled him for allowing U.S. and other foreign troops to establish themselves in the kingdom in preparation for the 1991 Persian Gulf war -- the offense that made the House of Saud the principal target of Osama bin Laden -- but Fahd's admirers praised his courage in breaking out of Saudi Arabia's xenophobic tradition and to make a crucial decision in defense of the Kingdom's strategic interests.

As a young prince, Fahd originally made his mark as an advocate of increased educational opportunities for the Saudi people, but as ruler he was no liberal in domestic affairs. His government often resorted to harsh justice to keep his subjects in line, with public beheadings the preferred instrument of authority, and Fahd was widely criticized by Saudis and foreign residents alike for greatly increasing the authority of the country's conservative religious establishment in the 1980s.

Within the Saudi royal family, however, Fahd was known as an affable compromiser who sought to restrain brothers and cousins who advocated even tougher measures to preserve the country's rigidly orthodox social and religious customs.

As king since 1982 and de facto ruler for several years before that under a weak predecessor, Fahd presided over the spectacular modernization of the country while campaigning to keep its social, political and religious environment as close as possible to what they were in the desert backwater of his youth.

Fahd's name and face were familiar to everyone in the Arab world but he was never a figure of admiration to the Arab masses or a revered leader in the mold of Egypt's Gamal Abdel Nasser. That was not Fahd's aim or his destined role. In the unique environment of Saudi Arabia, Fahd did what he was born to do: Preside over a family-run enterprise, keep potential rivals bottled up or bought off, paper over the cracks in Saudi society and defend the House of Saud against its innumerable enemies.

During Fahd's eventful lifetime, his country changed to an almost incomprehensible degree. When he was born in 1921, before oil was discovered, the Arabian peninsula was a remote, impoverished and sparsely populated land where schools were few, roads and hospitals fewer and the sword was the law.

As a young cabinet minister, as crown prince and as king, Fahd was by reputation a driving force in channeling untold billions of the country's oil revenue into construction of roads, hospitals, housing, airports, communications networks and schools, including schools for girls. The great challenge he faced as king was balancing the inevitable pressure for social change engendered by this material transformation with the kingdom's insular, conservative social and religious traditions.

Fahd's father was the legendary Abdulaziz ibn Saud, founder and first king of Saudi Arabia, who overcame rival clans to unify the country under his rule. Fahd was one of 40-plus sons delivered by 22 of Abdulaziz's many wives, but he had a special place in the family hierarchy from birth because his mother was Hassa Bint Ahmad Sudeiri, reportedly Abdulaziz's favorite wife.

Fahd and six brothers born of the same mother, popularly known as the "Sudeiri Seven," have dominated the royal succession and kingdom's politics since the death of Abdulaziz in 1953, although Fahd's crown prince, Abdullah, commander of the National Guard, was born of a different mother.

Under the system established by Abdulaziz, the Saudi Arabian state, the Saud family and the government are one and the same. State revenue, including the billions earned from world's greatest crude oil reserves, is family revenue. Family decisions are national decisions; there is no legislature and no written constitution other than the Koran.

A "Basic Law of Government" promulgated by Fahd in 1992 specifies that the throne shall always pass to male descendants of Abdulaziz, that the Koran is the law and that the role of the citizenry is "submission and obedience" to these sources of authority.

Fahd continued the tradition in which male members of the Saud family hold virtually all important government positions except those requiring technical expertise such as the ministry of petroleum and the governorship of the central bank. Those posts are usually given to commoners sufficiently sophisticated to wheel and deal in international meetings but not politically threatening to the monarch. Fahd gave these non-royal officials considerable leeway but when they incurred his displeasure they were gone, as Petroleum Minister Ahmed Zaki Yamani -- an international celebrity -- discovered when Fahd abruptly dismissed him in 1986.

In 1993, a year after issuing the basic government law, Fahd ordered what amounted to ambitious reforms in the context of Saudi Arabia. He decreed that members of the Council of Ministers could serve no more than four years and were prohibited from using their positions for personal financial gain -- a provision that, if enforced, would halt one of the world's richest gravy trains.

Fahd also appointed a 60-member 'Consultative Assembly' of prominent individuals, since expanded to 120. This group has no power other than the collective prestige of its members, but defenders of the Saudi system say it is legitimately reflective of Saudi tradition, in which the royal family rules by consensus of the people and that the consultative assembly is a useful way for the king to obtain input from outside his own circle. According to members, this assembly has the authority to propose new laws but not to enact them without royal assent.

Outsiders' knowledge of Saudi affairs in Fahd's youth is sketchy. By most accounts, Fahd was a favorite of his father's and groomed from his early days for a position of importance and eventual succession to the throne. He had little formal education other than training in the Koran, but learned traditional Arabian skills such as falconry and camel racing from his father. Abdulaziz reportedly kept young Fahd nearby during Council of Ministers' meetings, ready for whatever tasks needed doing.

At the age of 24, at a time when few Saudis had traveled outside the Arabian peninsula, Fahd went to San Francisco to participate in the 1945 international conference that wrote the United Nations charter. He developed a strong attachment to things American, an attachment that earned him his reputation as the most pro-American and pro-Western of the ruling princes.

In 1953 he was appointed education minister, a post in which he began creation of a modern educational system that now includes several universities, including universities for women. He moved in 1962 to the key post of interior minister, the kingdom's chief guardian of security and public order. That was a time of tension in Saudi Arabia, provoked by a conflict with Egypt's Nasser over the civil war in Yemen and exacerbated by internal debates over whether and when to oust Abdulaziz's successor, the weak and erratic King Saud.

The princes did finally remove Saud in 1964, with Fahd playing an important role in a bloodless and orderly transition that placed his older brother, Faisal, on the throne.

Fahd was building up an impressive resume, but it took him some time to overcome the playboy reputation he had built up in the 1950s with notorious bouts of debauchery and carousal in the fleshpots of Beirut and Europe.

According to one 1990 account in Time magazine, Fahd was "a sybarite who virtually abandoned his desert kingdom for a career of overseas carousing.

"He drank Scotch freely [even though alcohol is prohibited in Saudi Arabia], ordered caviar by the pound, attended the raunchy shows in the nightclubs of Beirut so frequently that he knew all the leading belly dancers by name, engaged in myriad liaisons with women (he is said to have paid the wife of a Lebanese businessman $100,000 a year to make herself available) and, if the old stories are to be believed, gambled away $1 million in the casinos of Monte Carlo during a single weekend."

Most accounts of Fahd's life say he changed his ways, or least moderated his public displays of excess, after his older brother, then Crown Prince Faisal, summoned him home for a warning that his behavior was jeopardizing his claim to succession.

Faisal, who became king when Saud was deposed, was assassinated in 1975, to be succeeded by the amiable but ineffectual Khalid, who was troubled by a weak heart and paid little attention to governing. Fahd was designated crown prince. In that capacity, he presided over several years of spectacular growth and change as the kingdom cashed in on fast-rising oil prices.

In those days Saudi Arabia was awash in money. Its ports were so clogged with ships bearing goods that perishables had to be unloaded by helicopter. Almost overnight, freeways and air conditioning supplanted caravans and tents.

Many people in Saudi Arabia became immensely rich, including Fahd and members of his immediate family and a network of brokers and middlemen who were in favor with the ruling princes. While ordinary Saudis benefited from a state largesse matched in few other societies -- free education and medical care, subsidized housing, tax-free wages -- many also became resentful of the obvious profligacy of the super-rich, whose lavish palaces sprang up around Riyadh and Jeddah.

As the bills came due in the 1980s and oil prices plummeted, Fahd faced a new challenge: maintaining the lifestyle to which Saudis had become accustomed in a time of dwindling resources. Fahd responded by emphasizing an effort to promote private-sector industries and diversity the country's economy away from oil, but his success was limited because the country has few natural resources other than petroleum. The most critical moment of Fahd's rule came when Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990 and appeared poised to go after Saudi Arabia as well. Despite the billions spent on military equipment, Saudi Arabia was clearly unprepared to defend itself. Fearing Saddam Hussein more than he feared domestic reaction to the presence of tens of thousands of non-Muslims, Fahd acquiesced to the deployment in his country of the U.S.-led international expeditionary force that was to drive the Iraqis out of Kuwait in 1991.

That decision may have saved his kingdom, but it also exposed Fahd to virulent criticism from Saudi Arabia's rigidly conservative religious establishment and from nationalists who questioned why foreign troops -- including women -- were needed after the country had spent so many billions on defense.

The war cost Saudi Arabia a reported $50 billion to $60 billion, compounding the country's economic problems just as criticism of the foreign influx reached its peak. Fahd's response, as soon as the war ended, was to close the kingdom back in on itself, shedding whatever liberalizing influences the troops may have represented and cracking down on all forms of political dissent and public disorder. Within a few months after the troops left, visitors to the kingdom found few traces of what had been a massively disruptive foreign presence.

The portly, fun-loving Fahd was renowned for his erratic work habits.

Weeks would pass in which he all but ignored affairs of state in favor of camping in the desert with his brothers while papers piled up unattended on this desk. Then he would work almost nonstop for several days, preferably in the Red Sea port city of Jeddah, which he always preferred to the more austere Riyadh.

Fahd was married and had at least six sons, and may have had daughters as well.

Saudi Arabia's King Fahd Dies in Riyadh Long-Term De Facto Ruler Crown Prince Abdullah Has Succeeded His Half-Brother

By Anthony Shadid

Washington Post Foreign Service

Monday, August 1, 2005; 3:39 PM

DAMASCUS, Aug. 1 -- King Fahd ibn Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia, whose decade-long pursuit of a strategic alliance with the United States prompted a far-reaching backlash by Islamic militants, died Monday and was succeeded by his half-brother, Crown Prince Abdullah, in a swift and scripted transition that signaled continuity in the policies of the world's largest oil exporter.

The death of Fahd marked the first change in the Saudi throne in 23 years, but the succession was more a formality than the end of an era. Abdullah had effectively ruled since Fahd suffered a stroke in 1995, steering key policies and serving as the kingdom's public face. Despite rumors of squabbles, the royal family was believed to have reached consensus on both his accession and that of his successor as crown prince years ago, in part to assure at least the veneer of calm in a deeply conservative country that prizes stability.

Abdullah "worked closely with the late king in implementing the policies of Saudi Arabia both externally and internally," Prince Turki bin Faisal, the Saudi ambassador to Britain who will soon head the Saudi mission in Washington, said in a news conference in London. "So I cannot imagine that there will be any particular change in that policy, but rather a continuation."

As the kingdom readied for Fahd's funeral Tuesday, with state television broadcasting Koranic recitations and foreign leaders preparing to arrive, that was the thrust of sentiments: Abdullah needed to do little to reshape policy that was already his.

But the accession of the 80-year-old king -- like Fahd, a son of the kingdom's founder, Abdulaziz -- brings the country a step closer to an eventual transition to a younger generation. Part of that shift, analysts say, may become evident in jockeying over powerful government positions that are vacant, such as intelligence, or may soon open in the Defense Ministry and National Guard.

Fahd, who was believed to be 83, had entered a hospital in Riyadh on May 27 with acute pneumonia. He died at around 6 a.m. local time today. Hours later, Saudi television broke with regular broadcasting to announce his death.

"With deep sorrow and pain, the royal court mourns the death of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Fahd, due to illness," said Information Minister Iyad bin Amin Madani, reading an official statement on state television.

The statement said that the royal family had chosen Abdullah as his successor and Defense Minister Sultan bin Abdulaziz as the new crown prince. There was no word on the second in line to the throne, surprising some in the capital Riyadh.

"We were absolutely, pleasantly surprised that it took minutes, not even hours," said Mahmoud Ghamdi, the Riyadh bureau chief for the Saudi Gazette. "Since his illness, the crown prince has pretty much taken over, and people have gotten used to Crown Prince Abdullah being in charge of things. Things looks sad, but things look terribly smooth."

The White House was informed of Fahd's death at about 2:30 a.m. EDT. Later Monday morning, President Bush called Abdullah and expressed condolences over Fahd's death and congratulations on his accession.

White House spokesman Scott McClellan, who announced the phone call, said a U.S. delegation would attend Fahd's funeral. He said the delegation hasn't been chosen yet. Bush will not attend the services, McClellan said.

Arab neighbors declared periods of mourning, and the Arab League postponed a summit scheduled for Wednesday in the Egyptian resort of Sharm el-Sheikh, site of a series of bombings July 23 . Many of those leaders are expected to arrive in Riyadh for the funeral of Fahd, whose country's oil wealth and importance to Islam as the site of its most sacred shrines makes Saudi Arabia perhaps the region's most pivotal state. On news of his death, crude oil prices soared past $61, its most expensive mark in weeks.

Other foreign leaders offered their condolences

Oil Prices Briefly Rally on Fahd's Death

By BRAD FOSS

The Associated Press

Monday, August 1, 2005; 3:57 PM

WASHINGTON -- Oil prices jumped $1 a barrel to a new high Monday after the death of Saudi Arabia's King Fahd raised concerns about the kingdom's long-term political stability. The rally, which faded late in the day, also stemmed from traders' skittishness about U.S. refinery glitches and Iran's nuclear program.

Saudi Arabia's oil policy is not expected to change now that power has formally shifted to Fahd's 81-year-old brother, the de facto leader during the past decade. However, with oil consumption rising around the world and only a limited amount of excess production capacity available, energy traders are easily put on edge by a change in the weather in an oil-pumping region, let alone a transfer of authority within the world's biggest oil producer.

"The market is hypersensitive to facts, rumors and noise because the supply cushion is gone," said Larry Goldstein, president of the New York-based nonprofit Petroleum Industry Research Foundation.

Light sweet crude for September delivery briefly rose as high as $62.30 a barrel on the New York Mercantile Exchange, then retreated to settle at $61.57, a rise of $1. The previous closing high on Nymex was $61.28, set July 6, while the previous intraday high was $62.10.

Oil prices are still well below the inflation-adjusted high of about $90 a barrel set in 1981.

Adding to the oil market jitters was the imminent resumption of uranium reprocessing in Iran. It is one step below uranium enrichment, which is necessary for the development of nuclear weapons. Iran suspended enrichment of uranium in November under international pressure, but the country maintains that it has the right to resume the activities.

Traders also kept an eye on refinery operations in the United States, where the rate of gasoline and heating oil output has fallen in recent weeks due to hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico. Last week, two refinery fires _ one in Texas, one in Louisiana _ stifled production, albeit to a limited extent.

"Any excuse the bulls have to take it (the price of oil) higher, they're going to use," said Peter Beutel, president of Cameron Hanover Inc. of New Canaan, Conn., which publishes a daily newsletter on energy-market trends.

King Fahd died early Monday after a prolonged hospitalization, the Saudi royal court announced. His brother, 81-year-old Crown Prince Abdullah, was appointed the new monarch in a smooth transition that had been years in the making. Abdullah immediately named his half brother, Defense Minister Prince Sultan, 77, as his crown prince and successor.

Saudi Arabia's ambassador to Britain, Prince Turki bin al-Faisal, said the nation wouldn't change its policy on oil or other matters.

"It's going to be business as usual inside Saudi Arabia," said Goldstein. The longer-term concern is that each successive transition of power in Riyadh will become trickier, he added.

Antoine Halff, director of global energy at Eurasia Group in New York, described the oil market's response to Fahd's death as "a bit of a knee-jerk reaction," but not an entirely surprising one given Saudi Arabia's importance to the global economy and the fact that "its political system is so opaque."

The market will pay close attention now to how Abdullah responds to any internal political and social opposition he faces as a result of his agenda of reform and the crackdown he has led on al-Qaida-linked militants.

Halff said he expected the buying triggered by the news out of Saudi Arabia to be short-lived, but that other factors in the market could keep prices high for months to come.

With daily global demand expected to average more than 84 million barrels a day and excess production capacity below 2 million barrels per day, traders' fears about potential output disruptions were also sparked Monday by the anticipated restart of uranium reprocessing in Iran.

Iran agreed late Monday to a two-day delay in reopening its nuclear processing plant in Isfahan after receiving a request from the head of the U.N.'s atomic watchdog agency. Originally, the activity was to restart Monday.

The United States claims the Iranian nuclear program is designed to produce weapons, a claim Iran denies. Friction between the two countries is worrisome to oil markets because the U.S. is the world's largest consuming nation, while Iran is the second-biggest producer within the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries.

September Brent futures at London's International Petroleum Exchange were up 93 cents at $60.30 a barrel.

In other Nymex trading, September heating oil futures climbed 4.07 cents to $1.7169 per gallon, while gasoline futures surged 2.10 cents to $1.7471 a gallon. Natural gas futures climbed 22 cents to $8.105 per 1,000 cubic feet.and men," said Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak.

Britain's Prime Minister Tony Blair, in a statement, said, "King Fahd was a man of great vision and leadership who inspired his countrymen for a quarter of a century as king. He led Saudi Arabia through a period of unparalleled progress and development. He was also a good friend of the United Kingdom," it said.

"We feel sorrow and pain over the death of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Fahd," said Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas. "We have known this man for a long time. . . . He showed support and commitment to the Palestinian revolution and to Fatah since the 60s."

"During his reign King Fahd was, above all, concerned with the safety of his people," said French President Jacques Chirac. "In troubled times, he guaranteed the integrity of his country and defended regional stability. He developed the kingdom wisely."

Staff writer Fred Barbash contributed to this report from Washington

Al-Qaida No. 2 blames Blair for London Bombs

‘He will bring more of that, God willing,’ al-Zawahri says in video

Updated: 10:21 a.m. ET Aug. 4, 2005

In a videotape broadcast Thursday, Al-Qaida deputy leader Ayman al-Zawahri said British Prime Minister Tony Blair was to blame for the London bombings and that Blair’s support of the U.S.-led war in Iraq would incite further attacks. 

“Blair has brought to you destruction in central London, and he will bring more of that, God willing,” al-Zawahri said in the tape, while never claiming responsibility for the July 7 bombings. The statement was broadcast on the pan-Arab satellite channel Al-Jazeera. 

Referring to the Western nations like Britain that have contributed troops in Iraq, he said: “As to the nations of the crusader alliance, we have offered you a truce if you leave the land of Islam.” 

“Hasn't Sheik Osama bin Laden told you that you will not dream of security before there is security in Palestine and before all the infidel armies withdraw from the land of Muhammed?” al-Zawahri asked, referring to the leader of the al-Qaida network. 

“Our message is clear: you will not be safe until you withdraw from our land, stop stealing our oil and wealth and stop supporting the corrupt rulers,” he said. 

-----------------------------------------------------------

Some past messages preceded attack

On at least nine previous occasions since 1998, an al-Zawahri statement has preceded an attack. The interval between the statement and the attack varied from one day to 10 weeks. 

The July 7 London bombings came after al-Zawahri, in a June 17 statement, disparaged the U.S. concept of reform in the Middle East and said armed jihad was the only way to bring change in the Arab world. 

In London, Blair’s Downing Street office declined to comment on the broadcast. 

Al-Zawahri, an Egyptian doctor who merged his militant faction with al-Qaida in Afghanistan in the late 1990s, spoke with a Kalashnikov rifle propped up behind him against a plain background. 

He has been in hiding since the United States invaded Afghanistan in late 2001. 

The video was aired as London police beefed up patrols of the city's sprawling transit system four weeks after four bombs killed 56 people. 

Suspect to remain in custody

Also Thursday, a British court ordered the first person to be charged in connection with the failed July 21 bomb attacks to remain in custody. 

Ismael Abdurahman, 23, from southeast London, spoke only to confirm his name and age during a 10-minute hearing before being led to jail.

He faces charges of withholding information that helped suspected subway bomber Hamdi Issac initially avoid capture. Issac was later detained in Rome and is being held on international terrorism charges. Italian court officials on Thursday said an extradition hearing would be held Aug. 17.

Abdurahman’s attorney, Anne Faul, said her client was innocent. “The defendant will be and is vigorously contesting the charges,” she said. “He has no involvement in terrorist activity whatsoever.”

American Journalist found shot dead in Basra

Steven Vincent’s blog alleged police links with extremists 

BASRA, Iraq - An American freelance journalist, who accused Basra’s police of being infiltrated by Shiite militiamen in a recent New York Times column and his Internet blog, was found shot to death in the southern city after being abducted by armed men driving a police car. 

Steven Vincent, whose work also has appeared in The Wall Street Journal, and his female Iraqi translator were abducted at gunpoint by five men Tuesday evening as they left a currency exchange shop, police Lt. Col. Karim al-Zaidi said Wednesday. 

Vincent’s body was discovered Tuesday night on the side of the highway south of Basra. He had been shot in the head and body, al-Zaidi said. 

The translator, Nour Weidi, was seriously wounded. 

“I can confirm to you that officials in Basra have recovered the body of journalist Steven Vincent,” U.S. Embassy spokesman Pete Mitchell said Wednesday. “The U.S. Embassy is working with British military and local Iraqi officials in Basra to determine who is responsible for the death of this journalist. Our condolences go out to the family.” 

Police said Vincent, a writer who had been living in New York, had been staying in Basra for several months working on a book about the history of the city. 

Police infiltration reported

In an opinion column published July 31 in the Times, Vincent wrote that Basra’s police force had been heavily infiltrated by members of Shiite political groups, including those loyal to radical cleric Muqtada al-Sadr. 

Vincent quoted an unidentified Iraqi police lieutenant as saying that some police were behind many of the assassinations of former Baath Party members that have taken place in Basra.

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Journalist killed in Iraq

“He told me that there is even a sort of ‘death car’ — a white Toyota Mark II that glides through the city streets, carrying off-duty police officers in the pay of extremist religious groups to their next assignment,” he wrote. 

Vincent also was critical of the British military, which is responsible for security in Basra, for turning a blind eye to abuses of power by Shiite extremists in the city. 

He was the author of “In the Red Zone: A Journey Into the Soul of Iraq,” a recently published book that was an account of life in a post-Saddam Iraq. 

His blog from Iraq — In the Red Zone — chronicled his experiences in Basra from late May to late July. The entries, written as letters to his wife, Lisa, were rich in detail and often humorous. 

Need for law and order

In a June 12 entry, Vincent said of Iraqis: “The people here desperately need — and deserve — law and order, a sense that justice can prevail against malevolent powers stalking their nation.” 

On July 1, he said those who were attempting to impose their Islamic beliefs on Basra — “often at the barrel of an AK (automatic weapon)” — “are not Basrawi, they are an aberration, a glitch in the city’s history.” 

Vincent’s Web site describes him as a freelance investigative journalist and art critic whose work had appeared in major newspapers and magazines, including Harper’s and the Christian Science Monitor. 

“This murder once again shows that journalists pay a very high price to report in Iraq,” Reporters Without Borders said. “It is absolutely appalling that insurgents use this kind of barbaric violence against people whose job is just to observe and report, and who just carry a notebook and pen.” 

According to the New York-based Committee to Protect Journalists, at least 46 journalists and 20 media support workers have been killed while covering the war in Iraq since March 2003. Insurgent actions are responsible for the bulk of the deaths. 

The Vienna, Austria-based media watchdog International Press Institute condemned Vincent’s killing and urged Iraqi authorities to conduct a speedy and thorough investigation. 

The death underscored how “Iraq continues to be the most dangerous country in the world in which to work as a journalist,” the group said.
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